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ume it as a whole Afrlca is bonded together as a geogra=
£ the c countries commonly held by a mass of massive land
fe_w 1sland natlons The continent’s commonahty isheld -

decades long 1nsurgenc1es led by the rebels Ioften wondered what caused :

_this. Would asunple explanatlon about corrupt pohtlcal class -serontology and

ho have not exper1enced colonial aggressmn :
) >doed Africa saw regular people as the harshest vic= -
tims; In som
by.the dom The Afrlcan storyneeds a clear and non- dog—
tic re: ndanthropology of social classes. : S
shed skeletal dlstraught mother lookmg at. A

arlty and p1ty “People in Africa
nder by parents tokids; who re--

fused toeat urhat was Served to them ] he narrative of Africa is thusbattlmg-‘ 2
--the tendency of surv1val as well ¢ as prlde in the people who hve d »crymg‘ :
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plcturlsatlon of thelr past and pres : =
-Africais aspace of multrple mode _n1t1es that rely on exte— 5
_rior and interior influences. The colonisation of various
5'c0untr1es on the contlnent by various ‘European powers is a
' ionhe od to establish its sovereignty.
ns orldw1de built up a nationalist- ap-
cent past givingunnecessary
1al history of a couple of centuries.
iis history, new heroes were manufa_c-
eedlng generatlons were forced to

“iof hxstory the World OVET; espec1ally in Asiaand Afrlca The thron
= Latin Amerlcan experlence of decolomsatlon was already qes I

Any new videa needs an emo lonal appeal ThlS canbe better
informed by gratlfylng the mundane necessmes of human story Nothlng is more apparent in the caste story than the
55 tribal warfare gripping the ngerlan Story.
Hausa and Yoruba stakmg cl
tion- state that draws Its bo

; "1dea, needs such sta
- needsanenemy. o - Africa, Central, West, a
i - For every natlon on earth a comrnon clannish belief acts flict s was a fissiparous d
' i ; vfalhng 1nto trlbal nat' i

classes: The 3 mLary, leglslature executive and local go
ernments actas arbiters of conflicting interests. In this 1o
- moderh: construction of a national identity, Africaisapro- =
foundlyinvested player.
Neither is there a singular meaning of Africa norisita de-"
fined plural idea. Afrlca is a history of human memory that as-
sesses itself by comparlng it to the landed mass. Africais,
therefor ' a citation of good, bad and ugly. The uglier parts
- most visible through media narratives. Warfare and interne-:
~¢ine conflicts mire the continent. People arrested in these e~ the Af_rlcan society int 1l Zos ' ge was pushlng
ga-confrontations keep escaping morbidity and carnage. .~ foradiverse and complex view; on _shaped by colo-
‘However, the ones who are trying to find a rationale forsuch’ = nisati italism st bt the people :
violenece fall back on the: -mythical ideas of uniting the nation. - shaped by modernltles inurbanareaswount
: Europe is brou ht back intothe plcture to find faults. The - the power of the chleftaln trlbal as: was the¢

defined act of trlbahsm
: aciias whlteness were constructed-to.- “The continent was:local yiu ed by
: demonstrate a superﬁmal axiom of performance and qual- tribal lords were: brought intoamo
1ty"A‘ yone other than that Was Judged w1th unfalr prejudi- pubhc that farther endangered the Vulner
- cial assesSments : - farmers, pastorahsts, peasaiits; artisans:and
However what happ, ned {6 Afrlcaover the years can be chants. The old boundary Was: surpassed
analysed through the 1nterlock1ng POWEE ‘struggles between - nation, But the older monarchles and systems of govern-
- various caste-like social formations i African societies. = ance ciashed wrth her dlspensatlon‘at the centre.
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| AFRICA IS A HIST ORY OF HUMAN MEMORY THAT ASSESSES
ITSELF BY COMPARING IT TO THE LANDED MASS. AFRICA 1§
ERE rBRE A CITATION OF GOOD BAD AND UGLY.

: 'The Iand Was cut inte : at: natlonal idea which remains
e debatable iR many: parts of‘the world. The premise for. thls
~“isbased on the unllateral dependency on the rich coun-

There is another warfare that goes on w1th1n the spheres of
o thought and philosophy.: The native’s wrestle with the colo-

Ost- colony has been done with. The

: has 1ts legltlmacy for as long as the natlve—_

: tlmes reJ ject the power held by the white person

- The newly minted class of educated elite, who took over -

= the rems oftheir-country=:Fanon called them the “new
: ; They rallied to position their knowledge space as
d at tlmes superlor to the oppressor Other. The

Oppressar; -Rewr‘ttmg hlstory and complicating the archlv'
of memory: became arallying call to action: This happe :
“mostly ini the Western countries and was led by diasporic -
“scholars. The discipline of cultural studies, postcolonial
studies; and radical humanities helped explain the natu‘ :
of the emplrlcal present
Often; the' ‘conversants are advised to think of hlstory
Wlthout the oppressor’s hand. This is then followed by the
: advrce of returning to the original—the Orient. Languag

“asa walklng stick of culture, is invoked to foreground one’s -
presence as an essential African. The Kenyan author Ngugi-

‘wa Thiong’e, who careered in English, rebelled against the
language and wrotein his mother tongue. Those who prof-
ited from the Oppressor ’s language became leaders and ac-

‘mlty to European cultures. It is hard to-im-
ontestlng whether tosend their chlldren to

ag oppos d to the loeal language school In my recent visit
- toKenya, 1 obserVed the elitas purstie higher dreams, inter-

locked'with the standards of African’ syllogism; packaged -

~-the wrappers ot high. dreamsiof the Northern world, T

Ethiopia, on the other:
2 The country boasts'of
 lonial powers, and that i

-the mstances of post(x)l'

space that is not riddled with the rnrstakes of the bygone
era. Thenew generatlon of schelars, wr1ters and artistsare ..

: Mukher]ee went to the
. "no lb'ng'er needs their

The coloniserisa subject of fantas S

: lar folks. The elites want to assert th i

' 1ty ‘than the mythlcal sense.of natlonahs;n

the past few decades Now ’the target ofa

enoughmtharenewedhfe o-.,'r T :
: 3 Vi'e_vi_/'seqcpre‘s's'e_d'(i'repersonal)
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